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The Bourke community is in 
mourning after the tragic death 
of 17-year-old Alex Johnson in a 
motorcycle accident on Sunday.

At about 12.40pm Sunday, the teenager’s 
motorcycle collided with a car on the 
Hungerford Road at North Bourke.

Despite the efforts of emergency services, 
the 17-year-old died at the scene.

The driver of the vehicle was taken to 
Bourke Hospital for medical checks and 
later released.

Police are investigating the cause of 
the crash and will prepare a brief for the 
coroner.

Since the accident there has been an 
outpouring of grief from members of the 
community, with friends taking to Alex’s 
Facebook page to express their shock at 
his passing.

A street sign at the site of the accident 
has been renamed “Johnson” and covered 
in tributes to the young man.

Alex, who worked as a trainee at 
Crossroads Tyre Service, was a volunteer 
with the Rural Fire Service and keen 
footballer.

On Saturday the Bourke Rams will be 
dedicating their game in memory of their 
lost teammate.

There will be a minute’s silence preceding 
the game and all the money raised on the 
day will be given to support Alex’s family.

Community in shock after 
teenager’s fatal motorbike
accident

Don’t miss your chance to get 
motivated on your path towards a 
healthy life with one of Australia’s 
swimming greats this Sunday.

Triple Olympian, Lisa Curry will be 
in Bourke this weekend and is offering 
everyone a chance to join her for a free 
fitness workshop and motivational seminar.

The fitness workshop will take place at 
the PCYC from 10-11am and be followed 
by a motivational talk and barbecue lunch.

The workshop is accessible to everyone, 
said Lisa, who has had an 8-year-old and 
an 85-year-old take part.

She said the workshop will teach people 
all the basic fundamentals that everyone 
should include in their exercise program 

A roadside memorial for Alex Johnson 
who tragically died as a result of a 

motorbike accident on Sunday

and teach them how to exercise efficiently 
and correctly with good technique to get 
good results.

Lisa’s motivational talk promises to give 
people the secrets to weightloss, fitness and 
illness protection.

There are so many diseases like diabetes 
and heart disease that are preventable 
with just small changes to people’s lifestyle, 
she said.

The feedback from those who attend Lisa’s 
workshops is always extremely positive 
and we hear there may even be people 
coming from Moree just for the chance to 
take part again.

Lisa encourages everyone to come down 
and make the most of this opportunity.

Train with Lisa Curry
this Sunday

The Editor

The “Poetry On A Plate” evening held at 
Kidman Camp Caravan Park is a “not to 
be missed” polished performance by our 
local poet/raconteur Andrew Hull and his 
celebrity chef Sarah of lemon curd tart fame. 

On a more serious note I think everybody 
in the audience took something away from 
the evening that touched a cord in their 
heart. It was so  inspiringly  Aussie with a 
touch of humour and pathos all blended into 
a wonderful and lively performance.

Thank you both and also the Kidman 

Camp for the perfect setting by the flickering 
campfires.

As a footnote of interest we have some 
happy Mexican campers coming up in the 
near future and their response to my email 
saying that we were travelling two hours 
in to Bourke to listen to poetry was one 
of complete disbelief that this town could 
possibly run to poetry.

I will now do everything I can to detour 
them into Kidman Camp on their way up!

Sue Hanson
Bloodwood Station, Bourke

NSW Fisheries staff were in Bourke 
this week to promote sustainable 
fishing practices to the next generation 
of anglers.

Compliance officer Jason Baldwin and 
education officer Brett Smith have been 
touring schools in the region and on Tuesday 
joined with students from St Ignatius School 
and the local fishing club to release 100 
Yellowbelly fingerlings into the river.

“Today it’s about encouraging kids to fish 
sustainably,” said Jason. “So essentially we 
are doing talks in schools, both education 
officers and compliance officers, just to 
illustrate to kids all the rules and regulations, 
all the good stuff about fishing and how to 

fish safely and sustainably. Our catch phrase 
is ‘Limit your catch, don’t catch your limit’ 
and that’s our main message; fishing is 
fun, it’s a good way to spend time, but do it 
sustainably.”

Education Officer, Brett Smith, is also 
trying to promote the ‘Get Hooked… It’s Fun 
to Fish’ program to local schools.

More than 70 primary schools around the 
state are already involved in the program, 
which brings the sustainable fishing 
message into the classroom in NSW syllabus 
approved lessons.

“We would love to get local schools involved 
in teaching about sustainable fishing 
practices,” said Brett.

Promoting sustainable 
fishing to the next generation

St Ignatius students William Mitchell, Janaya Knight, Charlotte and Harriett 
Mitchell helping to release Golden Perch fingerlings with NSW Fisheries 

education officer, Brett Smith

Letter to the Editor
 “POETRY ON A PLATE”

- NOT TO BE MISSED


