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RICK CUNNINGHAM - NARRABRI FISH FARM 

You've recently purchased the 
fish farm - wh y the interest? 

I've always loved my fi sh ing From 
a young age I have always enjoyed 
camping out by the riverbank, 
catching fish and relaxing by the 
campfire. When the opportunity 
came up j ju mped at the chance. I 
love every minute of it, it's the per
fect job for me. 

Just how big is t his enterprise and 
how do you go about running the 
far m? 

The farm IS 250 acres and has 48 
ponds. I drag yabbies for bait, do 
water exchanges, breed and feed 
fish. I cou ld go on for hours, there 
is always something to do. 

How do you protect your finger
lings from predators? 

Constan t mon itoring of ponds to 
sca re away birds. Comerants are 
the worst but Shags, Night Her
rings, Spoonbills and IbISes can also 
get stuck in. My dog, Ziggy, keeps 
all the th ieves away! 

Wha t sort of loca l and wider co m
mercial possibi lities do you see? 

I would like to supply local restau 
rants with produce, and grow fish 
that are worthy for tourists to come 
out and catch. We aren't there just 
yet but I would like people to come 
out In the New Yea r, pay a sur
charge for the ir rod and bait and 
once they catch their fish they will 
have the option to take It home. 
They Will be able to catch Murray 
Cod, Golden and Silver Perch as 
well as Catfish We will also make 

yabbying available. 


I wou ld also li ke to host functions 

and parti es for loca ls to enjoy the 

fis h farm atmosphere. We have a 

beautifu l, rustic bush setting sur

rounded by water. 


I wou ld also like to restock ,he lo 

cal river systems With good quality 

fingerlings. 


How do you get you r product to 

the market and how can locals 

access you r products? 


I supply bait yabb,es to 1he BP 

Narrabri and also to surrounding 

towns. I also trave l to Sydney once 

a fortnight and supply fingerling 

and eating yabbies to the Sydney 

markets, aquanums and restau

rants. Customers should feel free to 

drop out to the farm to purchase 


stock I'm also only a phone call 
away for dellvenes. You can call me 
on 0428 749 606 or visit our web
site at narrabrinshfarm.com.au 

Aside from breeding local native 
fish do you breed anything else? 

Just the yabbles, in the future I 
hope to breed shrimp... I'm stili 
working it out. 

Rick, your father, Don, is a keen 
fisherman and no doubt possess
es many piscatorial skills. What 
knowledge has he brought to the 
table to assist you in this venture? 

Spider has had his hand in eve
rything in life and helps me out 
whenever he has a spare second, 
he ca lls me with advice daily and 
lends me a helping hand whenever 
he ca n. I could not ask for a better 
father and mate. 

How do you see yourself expand
ing the business? 

Th ere are so many different av
enues that I want to go Into - from 
fi sh ing tours, r·estocklng rivers, to 
ba it and fish sa les. I also want to 
bU ild cabins and an amenities block 
so tourists can stay and enjoy the 
serenity that the farm has to offer. 

People who work at Cad bury's 
sorting chocolates tell me they 
rarely ea t them after a week at 
the sort ing ta ble. How about 
working with fis h? 

To tell you the t ruth I love fISh but 
never been too phased on eating 
them on a weekly basis. It's more 
the fun of catching them that I 
love. Up until now it was catch and 
release, now I have to catch and 
keep the good ones for breeding 
purposes. Still, I'll never say no lO a 
feed of fISh 

Favourite way of cook ing fish? 

Freshly caught and cooked on the 
coals around the camp fire. 

~ EARTHWORKS 
 GETTHEJOB DONE RIGHT! 
~ Contact us today OS 0427700715 
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